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The AASW is the professional representative body of
social workers in Australia. It was formed in 1946 at the
National level, although a number of state branches had
formed prior to this.

The AASW is an incorporated company, which is
nationally managed by a board of directors, comprised of
the director from each of the ten branches, the national
president and three national vice-presidents. The AASW
currently has about 6,000 members nationwide.

Members of the AASW are required to observe a code of
ethics which sets strict guidelines for professional
conduct and confidentiality.

The AASW has also developed a set of competency
standards for all social workers.



1 Membership off AASW.

| Demoensiratedl capacity’ ter meet the standards for
mental health set out It AASW's “Cempetency
Standarads for Mental Health Secial Workers
1999”

I Reference from employer/superviseor

| Application sulbmitted ter Accreditation Panel of
AASW

I Appreved applicants can thenrapply ter Viedicare
Australia for a Vedicare Previder No.



Undergraduate
training

Post graduate
training and education

Clinical experience




Mental health secial Workers share a
knewledge base with ether allied health
pProfessiens and provide a range: of
evidenced based internventions, Including:

| Cognitive hehavioural therapy

lInterpersenall psychoetherapy.

|Psycho-education

| Eamily therapy,

INarrative therapy

| Skills training



Why refer to a Mental Health
Social Worker?



Soeclall Werkers are
ExXpPerenced clinicians
IR the

ASSEessment,
diagnesis and
lreatment o mental
dIS@rdEers.



I Social work practice occurs at the
interface between the individual and the
environment

| Soclal work activity begins with the
individual, and extends to the contexts of
family, social networks, community and
the broader society

1 Soclal workers generally demonstrate a
greater capacity to look beyond the iliness
and treatment issues, to consider the
broader human, social and political issues



The purpese of Internention s net enly,
treatment / relief o symptems: but alse to:

1 restore individual, family: andl cemmunity.
wellbeing

| promote the individual’s pewer and conirel oVer
thelr lives

| prompote the prnciples of secialljustice



Within these: contexts, secial Werk
Interventions wWill include:

I Provision of evidenced based internventions such

dS:

| Cognitive Behavioural Therapy
| Interpersenal Psychoetherapy.

| Psycho-education

| Eamily: Triaerapy,

| Narrative: TTherapy

| Skills Trraining



| Detalled psycho-seciall assessment Identifying
connections hetween mental health proklems
and complex soclal contexts

| Assessment of the lived experience: off mental
lliness andiits Impact en Individuals; and thelr
families

1 Woerking with individuals, families; greups &
communities torfind selutiens te: mental healtl
ProkIEmS & ProNote recevery



1 Woerking co-operatively: and collaboratively with
ether health cane prefessionals in shared care
arrangements

1 Werking within' the guidelines o professional
code of ethics), practice standards and legal
framework for practice



Seclal workers practise: in allfthe mental
health diserder areas listed under GP
Mental Health Medicare items.



Seclal Workers seek torapply a strengtins
PaSEed perspective™ in assessment and
treatment by exploring Strengtins, Stressoers
and supperts.



Seclal werkers, specialise in Werking With
ndividuals and familiesiwhere mental
ealti proklens exist In Connection With
soclal preklems suchias family distress,
addiction, Unemployment, disanility,
poVverty and trauma.



1 Better Outcomes in Mental Health' Initiative

1 Viedicare Plus (Chrenic & Complex
Needs)

1 Betterr Access to Mental Health Care
| Pregnancy’ Support Counselling



| AASW website: W, aasW.asn.au
| Contact your lecal Division! efi Generall Practice

I AASW IS producing a brechure shortly te e
available el GPSs

I Social Werkers are keen te Work withl DIVISIoNS
off General Practice to develop closer networks



http://www.aasw.asn.au/

