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• Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act

1981
• Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances 

Regulations 1995 

� Apply in all establishments irrespective of 
any funding arrangements.
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• Aged Care Act 1997 

� Applies only to high and low level care 
establishments that are Commonwealth 
funded. There are no specific controls on 
medication. Any standards about the 
handling of medication are indirectly 
applied through accreditation and 
therefore funding arrangements.
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�� Sources of potential error (nature of error)Sources of potential error (nature of error)
•• identification of patient (wrong patient)identification of patient (wrong patient)
•• confusing name (wrong drug)confusing name (wrong drug)
•• confusing packaging (wrong drug)confusing packaging (wrong drug)
•• ambiguous/confusing directions (wrong ambiguous/confusing directions (wrong 

dose, route or time)dose, route or time)
•• brand confusion (wrong drug)brand confusion (wrong drug)
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Packaging of seven commonly prescribed drugs for one patient  
 

Product 
No 

No of weeks 
per pack Format of week 

Day 
starting 
week 

Location 
of print Colour of print 

 

1 2 Up one side, down the 
other, clockwise Sun/Mon Foil side Turquoise 

2 1 Parallel rows of 4 and 3 
days Mon Foil side Maroon 

3 2 Heart shaped circle per 
week, clockwise Sun/Mon Foil side White on red (red on white for 

2 days a week) 

4 4 Parallel rows Mon Both 
sides� 

Blue, striated silver 
background 

5 2 Parallel rows Mon Blister side Red 

6* 1 Up one side, down the 
other, clockwise Sun/Mon Foil side Black 

7 2 Parallel rows Mon Foil side Reversed grey on foil 
 
* Replaced 7.  
�But one line is in fine print between middle two, manufacturer's name being more prominent 
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�� Similar names contribute to medication Similar names contribute to medication 
misadventure when they are confused due misadventure when they are confused due 
to poor handwriting, lookalike or sound to poor handwriting, lookalike or sound 
similar when verbal instructions are given. similar when verbal instructions are given. 



����	���
�����������	���
�������

�� ��������	��������	 9��
�����
9��
�����
** 9
��'����
�����9
��'����
�����

�� ��������<�����������<��� ** �����
�	�����
��
(��5�������
�	�����
��
(��5��

�� �����	�
��&��(���
�����	�
��&��(���
** �#F
�#��
�#F
�#��
3��3��

�� ���	����	���	����	

�� �������<�	�������<�	

�� 4�����������4�����������

�� +�������	+�������	

�� ����E��������E����



=����
��=����
��

�����5
��	�����	����5
��	�����	�

�����	��
��
�&��&��
����
�&	�����	�
��
���	��
��
�&��&��
����
�&	�����	�
��


���&	����
�������	�
��������
��
����
���
���&	����
�������	�
��������
��
����
���


��	
����	��	
����	

�� GG"���
����"���
����BB �������	��������	�



=��
��5��
������>=��
��5��
������>

��;����
�&��	
'��	�;����
�&��	
'��	�

��=�
���
(���
(�
(�	�
��
���$
����
(���
=�
���
(���
(�
(�	�
��
���$
����
(���


(�
�<����
��
����(�
�<����
��
����

�� ����������	�
�	�
�	����&����	�����������	�
�	�
�	����&����	�

�����&��
��������	�
���&��
��������	�
** �����	�$
�����
�����	�$
�����


'��	�	���'��	�	���



4��
�����	�
���
����
�����4��
�����	�
���
����
�����

���&�
���
����
&	������	�>�&�
���
����
&	������	�>



H&�
���H&�
���

��4�
�	�&��
����
���
�����
�����	�
����
���
4�
�	�&��
����
���
�����
�����	�
����
���


�����
���������	
�	
���
�����
����
��
���
�����
���������	
�	
���
�����
����
��
���


�����
����
'�
���
�����
��&��
���
���
�����
�����
����
'�
���
�����
��&��
���
���
�����


�&�����	�&�����	

�� ��
��
	�
������
��
	�
����

�� ��
��&
��
	��
5	�(
��
��&
��
	��
5	�(
** ��5
	����
�&�����5
	����
�&���



4��	5
I�&4��	5
I�&


